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R & B MUSIC
R & B is an abbreviation for Rhythm and Blues. Therefore, the music genre results from the influence which the blue music received from other genres. African- American embraced the blues in the 1930s (Shuker, 2017). R & B music was developed in the United States of America. The genre was formed in the late 1930s but the term R & B was created by Jerry Wexler in 1949. The Billboard Magazine reporter wanted to name upbeat music which African- American artists performed by combing blues and Jazz. Therefore, the music genre is racial because it defines the culture of African- American. 
The pioneering R & B artists formed bands which were very popular in the 1940s and 50s. The bands included the Swallows, the Cardinals, the Four Bars of Rhythms, the Dunbar, the Armstrong Four, the Buddies, the Melodaires, and the Clovers (Shuker, 2017). The artists were born around 1935 and started their work around 1947. The modern R & B artists include Alicia Keys, Usher, R. Kelly, Bruno Mars and Jennifer Hudson among others
A lot of changes happened to the R & B music since 1970s. Musical elements in other genres like hip hop, reggae, pop; funk, soul and electronic music were incorporated in R & B. Due to the influence from other music, the modern R & B term is used mean urban music embraced by African- American (Shuker, 2017). Therefore, the music is categorized as an urban music. 
Despite the influence of hip hop, pop, jazz, funk, soul and electronic music, the R & B music was initially influenced by African- American gospel music (Vernon, 2019). African- American gospel music originated in South America. It is a rhythmic ad spiritual music sang in church. The music influenced the start of R & B due to its use of rhythm. R & B music has influenced such genres as the reggae, and electronic music.
The R & B music depicts the culture of the African- American people. It involves jump blues, gospel, big band swing, boogie and original blues which received influence of other genres in 1930s (Vernon, 2019). The music is very emotional and reveals the pain of the African- Americans that pertains to the issues of racial segregation, fight for civil rights and international conflicts. 
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